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Abstract  Objective  This study aimed to develop an estimate of the actuality and characteristics of
poisoning suicide attempted patients in emergency department ED in China. Methods We selected 25 hospital
EDs in whole country as the investigation spots and designed one special questionnaire to collect information from
the poisoning suicide attempted patients from 1st July 2001 to 30th June 2002. Results Results were based on
4060 cases hospitalized during the investigating period. In general frequency analysis the ratio of male to female
was 1:2.95. In all patients 98.40% cases took poisons orally and 93.57% cases occurred at home. The
average age was 31.5 years old min 8 max 93 . The leading occupations of cases were farmers unemployed
house-wives jobless service people and students. The main types of poisons were druggery 54.29% and
pesticide 35.84% . 2044 cases 59.23% were cured timely in 1 hour . When comparing cases from rural
hospitals RHs and urban hospitals UHs  ratio of poisoning attempted suicides in RHs to all poisoning cases was
higher than UHs with significant gender difference P <0.05 . UHs number one cause of poisoning was druggery
but in RHs it was pesticide. Conclusion Poisoning attempted suicide was very serious in China. Farmers and
women were among the high-risk groups. Druggery and pesticide were the primary poisons suggesting that
management enforcement was in urgent need.
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