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Discussion on Key Drugs in Shortage and Their Supply Safeguard Measures

Wang Shengpeng, Zhu Jiong, Gao Zhifeng, Wu Weizhong, Yao Lei’ (National Institutes for Food and Drug
Control, Beijing 100050, China)

Abstract Objective: To analyze the varieties of key drugs in shortage and discuss the supply safeguard
measures in order to provide reference for alleviating the drug shortage and implementing relevant policies.
Methods: Government websites were retrieved and monitoring reports about the drugs in shortage were collected
and classified. The varieties of key drugs in shortage were further summarized from the perspective of sentinel
surveillance, provincial monitoring platform and the source of the drug shortage. Meanwhile, the reasons for the
shortage were analyzed and suggestions for supply were put forward. Results and Conclusion: Among the drugs
in shortage in our country, the proportion of chemical drugs and domestic drugs was high, and the shortage of
anti-tumor drugs was prominent. Most of the key drugs in shortage were included in the catalogue of essential
medicines and medical insurance directory. In order to ensure the comprehensive supply of drugs in shortage, we
should learn from foreign management experience on the basis of implementing existing policies, put emphasis on
solving the problem of the key drugs in shortage, improve monitoring platforms, play the role of policy guidance,
strengthen the social responsibility awareness of enterprises, and deepen the data mining and information
disclosure. In short, multiple measures should be used to ensure the availability of drugs.
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