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The EpidemioIOQEcal Investigation on an
Outbreak of Diphtheria in Shaodong County
Jiang Manli, et al., Anti-e Pidemic Station

Hunan Province

This paper reported an exceptional outbreak of
diphtheria in Shuangfeng Commune, Shaodong
County, Hunan province,during September to No-
vember, 1983, The decreased immunity of the local
Population as the result of the neglected preven-
tive measures might cause this accident., In the
course of the epidemic 616 cases were infected, the
incidence was 34,94%,and 10 cases died,but after

the implementation of comprehensive measures in
which the inocalation of the refined diphtheria tox-
oid was the mainly emergeancy measure, Hence
the epidemic was cortroled promptly.The epidem-
iological characteristics of the outbreak were 1,The
‘incidence was tending towards relatively higher
age group, the highest incidencé was in 7-15
years old group which was twice as high as the
group of 0-6;3 2, The clinical manifestation was |
mainly mild faucial diphtheriay 3, Certain non-
toxic strains zould also cause pathogenic outcomes,
In order to control the epidemic of diphtheria in
rural areas, we suggested that while reforming the
rural economic system, we must consolidate basic
health organizations.implement the programme on
immunization and pay more attention to the im-
munity of school-age child and adult, It is also
necessary to revise and perfect the diagnosis cri-
terion of diphtheria, in the light of the mild fau-
cial diphtheria becoming more importent recenty.
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