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CT Features of Lymph Node Metastases of Pancreatic Carcinoma
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[Abstract] Objective: To evaluate the CT feature and distribution characteristics of metastases in patients with pan-
creatic carcinoma. Methods: Forty-five histopathologically or CT imaging criteria (maximum short axis diameter of lymph
node equal to or larger than 10mm) proven cases of pancreatic carcinoma with peripancreatic lymph node metastases were
included in our study. According to the lymph node location, peripancreatic lymph node were classified as eight groups. CT
imaging was evaluated with special attention to the size,number, shape, density, enhancement and anatomic distribution of
peripancreatic lymph node metastases. Results: The peripancreatic lymph node metastases were mainly observed around the
celiac trunk (46.7%) and superior mesenteric vessels (46. 7% ) ,and at para- aortic area (35. 6% ). Conclusion; The anatom-
ic distribution which closely reflects the lymphatic spreading pathways of pancreatic carcinoma of peripancreatic lymph node
metastases are mainly located around the celiac trunk, superior mesenteric vessels and at paraaortic area. CT imaging can
clearly reveal the location of lymphadenopathy in patients with pancreatic carcinoma.
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