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Environmental contact factor in the pathogenesis of hand dermatitis
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Abstract: Environmental contact factor in the pathogenesis of hand dematitis (HD) was investigated by usng patch testing and a

Peking University Third Hospital,

: 1002— 221X(2004)06— 0345— 02

Bejjing 100083 China)

questionnaire. 48 HD patients were studied. 7 (14 6% ) of these were diagnosed as having contact dematitis (CD), and 5 of them

were occupational dematitis. Other patients were considered as suspected CD. The total positivity rate of patch testing in HD was

51%. The detergent causes or worsens the dermatitis in 41. 7% of the patients and the water, in 39. 6% suggesting skin irritation may

be also impottant in HD. In patient with suspected CD, the positivity rate of patch testing was 46 3% suggesing that contact

hypersensitivity may also play a wle. The relationship between these positive patch test results and the CD should be studied further.
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