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ABSTRACT

Twenty-seven cases of neonatal epidemic diars-
hea (including three cases complicating nacrotic
enterocolitis ) occurred within two weeks in a neo-
natal intensive care unit of the Affiliated Hospital
of Nantong Medical College in January¥, 1085,
Proteus mirabilis was found repeatedlyY in stool
cultures from 21 affected babies ( 78% ) 5 but other
enteric pathogen was not obtained in stool cul-
tures and bY electronic microscopic exam from all
affected babies, While the disease was cured, the
bacilli returned to negative immediatelY, So this
epidemic of neonatal diarrhea was caused bY Pro-
teus mirabilis, The analYsis of epidemiolog¥, bac-
teriologic finding and clinical features suggestes
there is a relationship between the epidemic of

neonatal diarrhea and nosocomial infections,
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